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FMCSA / DOT Post Accident Testing (49 CFR Part 382.303) 
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TIME FRAMES FOR DOT POST ACCIDENT TESTING: 
 

Alcohol Test:  If required, an alcohol test should be completed within 2 hours of the accident.  If the test 
is not administered within 2 hours, the employer must prepare and maintain a record stating the reason(s) 
for the delay.  Attempts to conduct a post-accident alcohol test are PROHIBITED after 8 hours and the 
employer must document why a test was not accomplished. 
Controlled Substances Test:  If a required drug test is not administered within 32 hours following the 
accident, the employer shall cease attempts to administer the drug test and document why the test was 
not accomplished. 

Does the 

donor have a 

CDL license? 

NO DOT drug/alcohol test 

required.  Company Policy 

test? Ask DER. 

Is the vehicle 26,001 lbs or 

more GVW, transports 16 or 

more people or placarded 

hazmat materials? 

NO DOT drug/alcohol test 

required.  Company Policy 

test? Ask DER. 

Was there a fatality? DOT Testing Required 

Was there a citation issued 

to the driver? 

Were any vehicles towed? DOT Testing Required 

Was medical attention away 

from the scene needed? 
DOT Testing Required 

NO DOT drug/alcohol test 

required.  Company Policy 

test? Ask DER. 

NO DOT drug/alcohol test 

required.  Company Policy 

test? Ask DER. 


